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AT-A-GLANCE 

TYPE OF BOOK(S): 

AUTHOR BACKGROUND: 

Book of Ezra, 1 & 2 Chronicles 

Historical, the eighth, ninth, and tenth of 
12 historical books 

538-450 BC

Ezra was living in exile in Babylon after the Babylonians invaded the southern kingdom of 
Judah in 586 BC and destroyed the Jewish temple. As the 70-year exile ended, Ezra visited 
Jerusalem and reported on the condition of the city after returning to Babylon. 

He reported that people were not following the Law, did not seem to remember or 
understand the Law, and were setting selfish priorities already. So Ezra went back to 
Jerusalem and started a religious reform focused on educating all the people about the Law 
of God. 

Ezra 7:10 states that "Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to 
teach the statutes and ordinances in Israel." He was extremely zealous about God's ways, 
which was a great asset in reforming the people. 

Ezra was a direct descendant of Aaron the chief priest (Ezra 7:1-5), thus he himself was a 
priest. He is often known as Ezra the Priest or Ezra the Scribe. A scribe is someone who 
keeps important records. 

The Chronicles were written initially as one book-a record of all leadership of the nation 
since Adam. The writing dates are earlier than the Book of Ezra. Both Chronicles were 
written during the Babylonian exile, likely between 538 and 533 BC. As the Jews were 
excellent scribes, Ezra probably used records that had been kept for centuries. 

UNUSUAL PLACES THIS AUTHOR WROTE: 
Ezra wrote his Book of Ezra after returning to Jerusalem and seeing a place that was 
unrecognizable. The Temple was gone: the streets were in disarray. The signs of desertion 
were mixed with the rebuilding of the treasured city, giving the place a feeling of hope. 

UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THIS AUTHOR WROTE: 
Ezra was probably under pressure for fear that existing records from Jerusalem could be lost 
or destroyed. The reason is that 200 years earlier, the Assyrians had invaded the northern 
kingdom of Israel and created an earlier exile of 10 tribes. The Assyrians had managed to 
have the majority of those Jews absorbed into the surrounding cultures, such that none of 
them remembered their ancestral history with zeal. Ezra would have been afraid of 
something like that happening to the remaining tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and his 
eagerness to create new records and preserve the old may have been a driving force. 
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AT-A-GLANCE 

Nehemiah 

TYPE OF BOOK(S): Historical, the 11th of 12 Historical books 

PROBABLE DATES OF WRITING: 425-400 BC

AUTHOR BACKGROUND: 
Not much is known about Nehemiah's youth, except that he was a Jew living during the 

Babylonian exile. In the book named after him, Nehemiah is an adult serving in the Persian 

royal court as the personal cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. 

Though he remained in Persia after the exiles ended, he had been allowed to go home. He 

heard that the walls of Jerusalem were in desperate need of repair and followed his brother 

Hanani to that city to lead the rebuilding effort. 

His writing in Nehemiah coincides with the goings-on in the Book of Ezra. Some people 

thought Nehemiah was a sequel of Ezra. The books go together well, covering the rebuilding 

of Jerusalem after the Great Exile but with very different writing styles. 

UNUSUAL PLACES THIS AUTHOR WROTE: 
Nehemiah and Ezra were the Biblical authors to write from Jerusalem after the exile ended. 

UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THIS AUTHOR WROTE: 
Nehemiah wrote in first person. He is the only author in the Old Testament who was inspired 

to do that. 
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