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P R w E R 20 31 WISDOM/POETRY

TIME PERIOD COVERED AUTHOR

Like Psalms, Proverbs Solomon, with other
was compiled over contributors
centuries, meant to be
timeless.

Primarily written by Solomon, Proverbs speaks truth about life,

human nature, and consequences of righteous and wicked
behavior. Unlike the Book of Psalms which was compiled WRITTEN
chronologically, Proverbs is compiled by format and theme. AT B

OVERVIEW |

0/

PROLOGUE,
WISDOM TO
DESCENDANTS

/ / / / / / / / WRITINGS BY
9 L, QQUADSAND MORE G ALATHIONE. 9 AGUR AND KING

COMPARISONS PROVERBS LEMUEL

PROVERBS 1—3

PROVERBS 10—23

PROVERBS 24—26

PROVERBS 27—29

PROVERBS 30—31

Solomon writes to the
younger generation,
sharing the
importance of
obtaining wisdom. He
expresses the
importance of relying
on God, avoiding sin,
and keeping the
Commandments to
receive blessings.

Solomon shares many
couplets that offer a
comparison between
opposites: good and
evil, right and wrong.
Syntax and potency
may have lost
meaning in translation
over time, but themes
are universal.

Solomon shares
similar messages, but
in greater depth,
through stanzas that
generally run from two
to six lines. He details
goodness and
wickedness, but
doesn’t follow the
same method of
providing a contrast
for each thought.

Solomon provides
additional proverbs,
which may have an
addendum to an
earlier compilation.

Other individuals
write poems which are
included, specifically
the famed poem
about a Virtuous
Woman.
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Proverbs, Song of Songs (Song of Solomon),
Ecclesiastes

Poetry; his three books are third, fourth,
and fifth in the Bible books of Poetry.
(Job is first, and Psalms is second.)

King Solomon reigned from 971 to 931 BC,
4 and all three books are thought to have
been written during his reign.

AUTHOR BACKGROUND:

King Solomon was the 10th son of King David and the third king of Israel. He was
the second son of Bathsheba, who was married to King David after a scandal
involving the king that left her first husband Uriah dead. King Solomon built the first
temple, which was destroyed some 500 years later during the Babylonian invasion.

He was considered the wisest man in the world and one of the most prosperous.

UNUSUAL PLACES THIS AUTHOR WROTE:

All Solomon’s works were likely to have been written from his palace. After Moses wrote the
entire Pentateuch while in the dusty desert, this would serve as a sign of God’s ability to
deliver people according to his word.

UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THIS AUTHOR WROTE:

Solomon was the third and final king of what is called ancient Israel. Under the reign of
Solomon’s heir, his son Rehoboam, the kingdom unhappily split into two kingdoms over tax
issues. The Kingdom of Israel, or the northern kingdom, split off, taking most people from 10
tribes. The southern part, containing Jerusalem, became the Kingdom of Judah or the
southern kingdom, housing most people from the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.

Hence, Solomon wrote in the quiet before the storm. His wisdom, which make Proverbs and
Ecclesiastes famous, is untested by great trial and tribulation. However, both books are
among the most popular in the Bible, even today, after many tumultuous periods in western
civilization.
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