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AUTHOR BACKGROUND: 

Book of Isaiah 

Major Prophecy; Isaiah is the first of four 
major prophets (including DanielJ Ezekiel) 

and Jeremiah) 

Around 685 BC 

It is likely that Isaiah lived in Jerusalem. He was married to a prophetess, and they 
had two sons. 

Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah-Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah. He likely was killed by a fifth, Manasseh, considered one of the most 
evil kings in all of Judah and Israel. Christian scholars as early as the second century 
identified Isaiah as one of the prophets whose death is described in Hebrews 11:37. 
He is thought to be the prophet who was "sawn in two." 

UNUSUAL PLACES THIS AUTHOR WROTE: 
None; this prophet most likely wrote from Jerusalem 

UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THIS AUTHOR WROTE: 
Isaiah was the first of the Major or Minor Prophets to prophesy about the coming Babylonian 

invasion, preceded only by the prophet Amos. (Jonah is a second prophet to write before 

Isaiah, but his prophesies were not about Israel, but rather, the city of Nineveh.) 

The people of Judah had turned their backs on God, which created the need for Isaiah's 

judgmental prophesies and his words of hope that God's chosen people would come back to 

him. He was all but ignored. The reason is that the southern kingdom of Israel was 

resplendent with prosperity when Isaiah wrote, and they would not believe the condition was 

temporary. 

Isaiah wrote 100 years before the Babylonian invasion, but foretold the fall of the kingdom in 

great detail. His writing is also known as the Old Testament prophetic book to contain the 

most prophecy related to the life of Christ. 
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